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His teammates did not want to take the
chance Philips might get them lost and be too
proud to ask for directions. Philips' teammates joked men never ask for
directions when lost.

"We have the map," said Cheruvil, 25, of Troy, laughing.

The hunt was the second one sponsored by Detroit Synergy, an
organization dedicated to finding or providing cool things in the city to
showcase. Detroit Synergy also organized one in June.

Philips thought the hunt would be fun because his teammates had
participated in other Detroit Synergy events.

But the hunt also was difficult. Forty-three teams of up to four people
scoured the hunt area looking for clues. Each correctly answered clue got a
team points. Teams with the most points won prizes such as tickets to Detroit
Red Wings games and grandstand seats and breakfast at the Thanksgiving
Day Parade.

The hunt required participants to answer more than 80 questions, such as
where historical markers are located, what is written on the sides of certain
buildings and other facts about the city. Thomas was surprised by the
difficulty of some clues."They are harder than | thought; a lot harder than |
thought," the 23-year-old Sterling Heights resident said.

In addition to answering questions, participants completed skill
competitions, such as stacking four vegetables atop one another for at least 10
seconds at an Eastern Market stop and drumming at a Campus Martius stop.
The entire team had to participate or they risked losing points.

The most points a team could get was 7,330, which no one got.

Contestants had to walk, bike, skate or use shuttle buses within the hunt
territory. Organizers thought that would make it more fun.

"We want to introduce people to new things downtown and around town,"
said Cheryl Bartholomew, a project leader for Detroit Synergy. "We want to
get them out on the streets and give them good things to say about Detroit."

Each team had its own strategy. With a three-hour time limit, planning was
critical.But plenty participated because they thought it would be fun.

"I like "'The Amazing Race' television show," said 24-year-old Julia
Gregory of Detroit. "I wanted to do something like it."

You can reach Santiago Esparza at (734) 462-2673 or
sesparza@detnews.com.
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Laura Little / The Detroit News

Forty-three teams of up to four people get ready for the hunt. Teams with the
most points win prizes such as tickets to Detroit Red Wings games and
grandstand seats and breakfast at the Thanksgiving Day Parade.
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