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News from Dearborn, Dearborn Heights 

Wednesday, November 9, 2005 

'Scavengers' unlock trove of city riches 
Detroit lore stars in this amazing race 
By Santiago Esparza / The Detroit News 

DETROIT -- The Turners 
figured they had the upper hand in 
winning Detroit Synergy's 
scavenger hunt last weekend.  

Since participants had to use 
clues to answer a host of questions 
and identify photographs from 
around Detroit, the couple and their 
buddy Belinda Tate of Detroit, 
were confident.  

The reason? Dora Turner.  
"Today I am Dora the Explorer," 

the 52-year-old said, explaining she 
shares the same first name as the 
popular cartoon character.  

Laura Little / Special to The Detroit News
 
Detroit Synergy member Joe Lichty of Troy explains regulations to scavenger 
hunt team members in the lot of Sacred Heart Church. 
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Plus, Buford Turner has lived in 
the city for decades and knows 
many interesting facts about the 
city, he said.  

But they did not win the 
competition, which saw 43 teams of 
as many as four people each from 
across the state and beyond 
compete for prizes such as Red 
Wings tickets and grandstand 
passes for America's Thanksgiving 
Parade.  

The hunt required participants to 
answer more than 80 questions, 
such as where historical markers 
are located, what is written on the 
sides of certain buildings and other 
facts.Each team had its own 
strategy. With a three-hour time 
limit, planning was critical.But 
plenty participated because they 
thought it would be fun.  

"I like 'The Amazing Race' 
television show," said 24-year-old 
Julia Gregory of Detroit. "I wanted 
to do something like it."  

In addition to answering 
questions, participants completed 
skill competitions, such as stacking 
four vegetables atop one another 
for at least 10 seconds at an Eastern 
Market stop and drumming at a 
Campus Martius stop. The entire 
team had to participate or they 
risked losing points.  

The most points a team could get 
was 7,330. No one did that on 
during the hunt, the second this 
year. DetroitSynergy.org also 
organized one in June.  

Contestants had to walk or use 
shuttle buses within the hunt 
territory, a five-mile area 
encompassing downtown, 
Greektown and Eastern Market.  

"We want to introduce people to 
new things downtown and around 
town," said Cheryl Bartholomew, a 
project leader for Detroit Synergy. 
"We want to get them out on the 
streets and give them good things to 

Showcasing Detroit  
Detroit Synergy includes city and 

suburban members who are boosters of 
Detroit and organize events to showcase 
the city.  

Laura Little / Special to The Detroit News
 
Gabby Peer, 20, left, of Woodhaven 
and Karen Dettloff, 20, of Gibraltar 
perform "YMCA" as part of the 
scavenger hunt. Each team selected a 
song and had to sing it for at least 10 
seconds.  
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say about Detroit."  
Anu Thomas had a blast during 

the event, but was surprised by the 
difficulty of some clues."They are 
harder than I thought; a lot harder 
than I thought," the 23-year-old 
Sterling Heights resident said.  

She was on a team with Abel 
Philips, Shiny Mathew and Dimple 
Cheruvil. The three ladies on the 
team made sure Philips did not 
have possession of the map they 
used to plan their mission.  

They were worried about getting 
lost and losing time if he had the 
map, joking that men never ask for 
directions.  

"We have the map," said 
Cheruvil, 25, of Troy, laughing.  

You can reach Santiago Esparza 
at (734) 462-2673 or sesparza@ 
detnews.com. 
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Laura Little / Special to The Detroit News
 
Detroiters Jessica Nelson, left, 23, and 
Julia Gregory, 24, celebrate vegetable 
stacking.  
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