Detroit Synergy instills city pride with fun events - 05/08/05 Page 1 of 2

The Detroit News - #

METRO/

® | atest Metro/State repor

¥ Previous Story ¥ Next Story

351'?12?\2 IQ\ Marketplace Detroit
I G°| Sunday, May 8 2005 + Browse the Classified

. . + New & Used Cars
Home Page + Employment
Essentials + Homes or Apartments
CyberSurveys = Shop Online
Forums )
Photo Galleries Home Delivery Cente
Weather « Start home delivery
Horoscope * Renew subscription
Lottery !

; » Customer service

Giveaways
Crossword
Advanced Search
Contact Us
Autos Metro/State
Sﬁt,oes Insider ® Metro/State index for
-- New Car Sunday, May 8, 2005
Photos ® Gun permit wait is

-- Car Reviews
-- Latest Deals
-- Model Reports

whittled
® Troy council to vote o

Joyrides 75 plan
Business ® Detroit's anti-blight fic
Business _ . . makes small dent in dece
Money & Life D_etr(_)lters Jordan Medeiros, !eft, 27, and Matt Cla_yson, 24, e With California in, Meg
Careers distribute pamphlets promoting Detroit Synergy in Ferndale. Millions jackpots will
I‘?'e':;{“E’s"’;;tgb The organization promotes the city's positive attributes. balloon
-- Find a Home . . . . . . e For moms today,
Mewo Detroit Synergy instills city pride with fun martyrdom s out of
etro ate asnion; sisternooa is in
\C/)valglned events e Newscaster jumps inti
axtan : : : ! effort to bring smiles to
Macomb Scavenger hunt, dinner tour and cleanup projects fill group's Third World
ivingston
Commuting Calendar- ® Detroit Synergy instill
Obituaries city pride with fun events
- I?]eatlh Notices By David Josar / The Detroit News e Deadline nears for
Schools ) ) .
Special Reports For a group without a formal structure, . . Detroit election
Editonials the growth of still-evolving Detroit Synergy How to join Detroit ® Retireels devoted to
ctron Hist has surprised even its founders Synergy o
Det.roit History ' ® Ann Arbor motorcycli:
':lgttllgrrz//\\/yvzrr'lg Over the next few weeks the group will The best way to get debunk biker stereotype
Politics/Gov organize a progressive dinner tour along information is via the group’s ¢ Detroit Briefs
ﬁenfﬁs Woodward that features 11 Detroit Web site, e Michigan Briefs
Religion restaurants, a downtown scavenger hunt and W‘é"W-de”O'tlsy”ergy;org’ f o Girl, 2, dies after dog
Technology a citywide bike ride. :’tvs %rzn?f;ﬁset SR SnERRr maung
Sports : : : : : ® Weinstein family's live
Sports Insider Started by a trio of friends who lived in Upcoming events include celebrated at services
Lions/NFL the Cass Corridor as a way to tout the the strolling supper club on e Lawyer trying to
E'Sé%’&?é';?/ﬁn L benefits of living, working and playing in May 11, but the $35 per negotiate release of Kurd
Tigers/MLB Detroit, the organization now boasts about  person ticket, which includes ~ Mmmigrantin terrorism cé
ShockIWNBA 1,800 members and sponsors some of the food, some beverages, tax Bet?é?tt% Saef;r;'f;'éi ente
U-M city's most innovative activities. and tip, must be purchased . Retiredieacher
More Colleges "It has been more successful than | would online before the event; the sentenced to year in jail i
High Schools o eai ; Tigers' game takeover will be :
Golf have dreamed at the time," said Francis fondling case

http://www.detnews.com/2005/metro/0505/08/D03-174901.htm 5/10/2005



Detroit Synergy instills city pride with fun events - 05/08/05 Page 2 of 2

gotgf Sports Grunow, one of the friends who created held May 31: Chillin e Shoreline contaminati
ore 5po th in the fall of 2001. "I believe it i will be © cleanup to begin

More Sports e group inthetall o - I DENEVE IS petroit will be held on May Fods affirm decisi

Scoreboards i i . ® F[eds affirm decision t

Scoreboards concept to get people engaged in tr]e city of 19, when appetizers and Sllow gas drilling near

Entertainment Detroit and caring about Detroit. It's been beverages will be served as Mason Tract

Rant/Rave very successful, but it's only a piece of what members mingle with folks e Florida retiree indictec

S der has to happen in the city." from area community groups;  Detroit on sex tourism

Movies/TV/DVD There are no membership fees or and Hunt-REﬂISCIO_ver E.etr:mt, Chaéges i donor

-- Movie Finder H H a scavenger nunt in wnic 4 angor train depot ba

-- TV Listings structured me_etmgs' All projects are self- teams Ca?l win prizes, will be on track after renovation,

Eats & Drinks funded. Individual members work together held June 4 ’ rededication

- \Ffvﬁ/‘ﬁ}eagg‘c}ft to create events and activities that adhere to "y 5 mment on this story e More hop on buses in

Books Detroit Synergy's mission of getting people ¥ Send this story to a friend suburbs

ESDCESZISEWS excited about the city. F Get Home Delivery Sections for this dat

Casino Guide Last Thursday night, for example, about Sunday, May 8, 2005

E’i'\'ﬁg'ga”'s Best 20 members handed out leaflets in downtown Ferndale, Royal Oak and |Selectindex  ~|
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Homestyle Member Matt Clayson, Detroit Synergy's development chair, got

Friness involved in the group about two years ago after he and his fiancee moved

News Talk into the Harbortown apartments from East Lansing.

iﬁittgsT%'fk He was looking for an organization that helped Detroit but offered

Wings Talk more than just occasional projects.

Hg{]osngaT”;Ik "Here you get to learn about people and interact with them," said

Tiger Talk Clayson, 24, a consultant for the Tourism and Economic Development

E:ghlgTﬁlkl Council of the Metro Detroit Convention & Visitors Bureau. "Instead of

Mevie TancS just cleaning up an empty lot, we feel people are the backbone of a

Tech Talk community and that engaged people will help the city."

‘é,vhegt'gngl 0y There is nearly always a social aspect to the group's activities. Even

Politics Blog when its members are banding together to participate in the Motor City Copyright © 2005

Pistons Blog " " The Detroit News.
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NFL Blog restaurant. agreement to the Terms o

s;g“Ra"e Clayson said while organizing events takes many individual man- Service (updated 12/19/200

Feeds hours, the group's structure makes the projects feasible.

The supper club concept originated from one Detroit Synergy member
who liked restaurants and dining in the city. That member networked with
others to find restaurants that would participate, negotiated affordable
prices and did some promoting, Clayson said.

"It's a win-win situation for everyone," he said.

One of those winners Rose Giffen, 30, a fund-raiser for a non-profit
organization in downtown Detroit who returned to the area two years ago.

After going to a few general meetings, Giffen found herself planning a
350-person Corktown pub crawl for Detroit Synergy. When the event ran,
hundreds of people crowded in the Corktown streets and in its bars.

"There's something magical about saying you can affect where you live
and work. It's powerful,” Giffen said.

You can reach David Josar at (313)222-2073 or djosar@detnews.com.
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